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Ms. Gloria Young
Cletk of the Board
One Dr. Catlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244

San Francisco, CA 94102
Ref: 20050607-007

Dear Ms. Young;

I wtite in response to Supervisor Ross Mitkarimi’s inquiry regarding the cost to the Sheriff’s
Department of incarcerating individuals booked on prostitution charges.

The term prostitution typically refers to one or more of three different sections of the
California Penal Code: 647(a)PC, which is engaging in or soliciting lewd conduct; 647(b) PC, which
is soliciting for an act of prostitution; and, 653.22a PC, which is loiteting for the purpose of
engaging in prostitution. An analysis of bookings from January 1 through June 30, 2005 reveals that
272 individuals generated a total of 373 arrests leading to jail bookings on these three charges.

These bookings generated a total of 648 prsoner days.

We have determined that the average cost of booking an individual into custody is $150 and
the average cost of incarcerating an individual per day is $88. Thus, the cost of prostitution
bookings for that six month period was 373 times $150 for a total of $55,950. The cost of
incarcerating individuals booked on prostitution was 648 times $88 for a total of $57, 024. Taken

together the total cost is $112,974.

I hope this is responsive to your inquiry. Should you require further information, I shall be
pleased to provide it.

Sincerely,

MICHAEL HENNESSEY
Sheriff

cc: Hon. Ross Mirkarimi
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