House Bill 3887 sponsored my Tom Lanton of San Matao California

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd%3Fbill%3Dh110-3887%26tab%3Dsummary
 The really bad part that would affect many migrant sex workers

`Sec. 2423A. Sex tourism

`(a) Travel With Intent To Engage in Illicit Sexual Conduct- A person who travels in interstate commerce or travels into the United States, or a United States citizen or an alien admitted for permanent residence in the United States who travels in foreign commerce, for the purpose of engaging in any illicit sexual conduct with another person shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both.

`(b) Engaging in Illicit Sexual Conduct in Foreign Places- Any United States citizen or alien admitted for permanent residence who travels in foreign commerce, and engages in any illicit sexual conduct with another person shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both.

`(c) Arranging Travel and Related Conduct- Whoever, for the purpose of commercial advantage or private financial gain, arranges, induces, procures, or facilitates the travel of a person knowing that such a person is traveling in interstate commerce or foreign commerce for the purpose of engaging in illicit sexual conduct shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both.

`(d) Increased Penalty for Offenses Involving Children- If the illicit sexual conduct is with a child, the maximum term of imprisonment for an offense under this section is 30 years.

`(e) Attempt and Conspiracy- Whoever attempts or conspires to violate this section shall be punishable in the same manner as for the completed violation.

`(f) Definitions- As used in this section--

`(1) the term `illicit sexual conduct' means--

`(A) a sexual act (as defined in section 2246) that would be in violation of chapter 109A if the sexual act occurred in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States; or

`(B) any commercial sex act (as defined in section 1591); and

`(2) the term `child' means a person under 18 years of age.

`(g) Defense- In a prosecution under this section for a violation where an element of the offense involves commercial sex act with a child, it is a defense, which the defendant must establish by a preponderance of the evidence, that the person engaging in that act reasonably believed that the other person was not a child.';

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT- Section 2423 of title 18, United States Code, is amended by striking subsections (b) through (g).

(3) AMENDMENT TO TABLE OF SECTIONS- The table of sections at the beginning of chapter 117 of title 18, United States Code, is amended by inserting after the item relating to section 2423 the following new item:

`2423A. Sex tourism.'.

(h) Amendment to the Sentencing Guidelines- Pursuant to its authority under section 994 of title 28, United States Code, and in accordance with this section, the United States Sentencing Commission shall review and, if appropriate, amend the sentencing guidelines and policy statements applicable--

(1) to persons convicted of offenses created by this section other than those created by subsections (f) and (g), to ensure conformity with the United States Sentencing Guidelines, sections 2H4.1 (peonage offenses) and 2H4.2 (labor offenses); and

(2) to persons convicted of offenses created by subsection (f) or (g) of this section, to ensure conformity with the United States Sentencing Guidelines, sections 2G1.1 (promoting commercial sex acts with persons other than minors) and 2G1.3 (promoting commercial sex acts or prohibited sexual conduct with a minor, and related offenses.

Please help with bad TVPRA issue by writing a letter

This is a letter just about this specific issue in the media, but the TVPRA is full of problems. I decided to write a targeted letter, but you can write your own, or send this. Maybe you should change it a bit…I think a campaign is helpful. Give him a call.

His secretary said said calling is best. Tell him where you live. We need people from San Mateo where he is from.

Local Tel 650-342-0300

DC Tel 202-225-3531

DC Fax 202-226-4183

CA12lantos@mail. house.gov is the best email.

Dear Congressman Lantos,

As a concerned citizen from California (San Francisco), I am asking that you eliminate the amendment to the Trafficking Victims Protection Act scheduled for an imminent vote, Section 221 (f)-see below.

This amendment would blur the intentions of the Mann Act and would adversely effect the ability of the FBI to combat real crime in this country, distracting the FBI with the job of monitoring the commercial sex industry.

I am very disappointed that our newly elected Democratic majority has focused on submitting legislation that increases government oversight into our private lives in the guise of helping women. Many experts and academics, as well as our own Government Accountability Office have recognized the diversions and moral panics that have accompanied the current response to trafficking.

We needs initiatives to protect all workers from abuse including migrants, undocumented workers and sex industry workers. Laws that target commercial sex in general are shameful response to the myriad of abuses in our labor markets including slavery and other forms of forced labor.

Section 221 (f) which adds the phrase ‘or affects’ `and in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States,’ to the Mann Act as below:

(f) Transportation Generally- Section 2422(a) of title 18, United States Code, is amended– (1) by inserting `or affecting’ after `travel in’; and

(2) by inserting `in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States,’ after `foreign commerce,’.

As our own Department of Justice points out (reported in the Washington Post on November 29, 2007), this change “…would expand federal jurisdiction to cover prostitution offenses, which the department calls unnecessary and ‘a diversion from Federal law enforcement’ s core anti-trafficking mission.’ “

Thank you for your attention.
